


Harvard native T.A. Barron returns to read his latest book - The Bosto...  http://www .boston.com/news/local/articles/2010/04/18/harvard nativ.

Although Barron does not know whether the girl in Ohio ever saw his book, the research fueled his belief in the power of
children. In 2001, he founded the Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes, named after his late mother, to “recognize outstanding
young leaders who have made a significant positive difference to people and our planet.”

Past winners, who must be 8 to 18 years old to qualify, have done such things as growing vegetables to supply a food pantry;
organizing local environmental clean-up projects; and organizing inner-city mentoring programs. He typically receives 500
nominations per year for the 10 $2,500 scholarships and 15 honorable mentions.

The children’s librarian in Harvard, Abby Kingsbury, put the wheels in motion for Barron's visit after meeting him at conference
last year. She said she can't imagine a better role model for her young patrons. “Ever since we scheduled his visit, kids have
been coming up to me . . . to say ‘He's my favorite author! | can't wait to meet him!" "

Earlier this month, Kingsbury discussed the Prize for Young Heroes with a group of fifth-graders. “I said to them, ‘Wouldn't it be
great if someone from Harvard won that prize?’ And you could just see them start to think about it,” she said. “Now they're
going to go off and try to do something amazing they never would have dreamed of previously.”

For his part, Barron is looking forward to his return.
“Harvard gave me a huge amount of creative material,” he said. “It was a stew pot filled with ingredients like apple trees, views

of Nashoba Valley, ancient Native American lore, and the influence of the Alcotts. And I've been dipping back into that stew pot
for my entire life.” =
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