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By Thomas A Barron

" ong after James Watt was

terior - Secretary
largely bécatise of polit-

- rost ¢herished pol;cxes

- continue fo"be quietly implemented
: by,,t £ Administration. ‘What we now’

hav)e in S%retary Donald P. Hodél:is
att with good publtc—rela—

ter,
cos{i%)
; publ iclands are escalatmg ‘This mis-

. .management ==a: crigis, really —
* maydevastate our hation’ sfuture -
‘Hese lands cover rthore ‘than' 25+
. 'percent -of the’ country — almost 2.~
~miflion square miles. They afford us
the. opportumty t0 mahage our ener--
£y, Matural resolrce and recregtional
. into: the distant. futuve.- They
‘ alsd represent a heritage of majestic’’

scepery,. htstory, sctent:f:c data and

tead

s “the last
spoiled.area. of ltS kmd in-the enttre

‘Notthern Hemisphere.” .Of the 1,125

milés: of -Alaskan Arctic 'coastline,
onifiihe 125 miles within the refuge

-have not been opened for-6il and gas

drifiing. Yet ‘Mr. Hddel. has urged
cgngress to drop the restrictions on.

this last remdining coastling, allow- "
. in| it to be dégraded’ mtoanetwork of -
! rtcks, drill“pads; roads, pipelines -
nd - dirstrips. “The Interlor Depart--

i nt itself has predicted only a 19

"pefeent chance of finding oil here. .
.pmall wonder that  a - bipartisan:
B grpup of - seven.senators has intro-

dujced legrslatlon to protect. thts area

Ndw York- based acqms:tton and ven-

) ‘tufe cap:tal fzrm

\'__ B ol o
) I:

© forced..o:resign as In-

ical - indiscretions, his:

3 Reagan s

! anagmg these assets:
v ratiénally'm orderto beneﬂt our chil:
e 'drEh and grandchlldren the Admlm
) sh.
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B Cdsa w11derness Several other send-~
7 tors:have:, urged tite compleiion: of
“critical - ‘energy and. envirofnmental
- studies before ary decision ‘'on devel-..
-opment is made. We should ‘at least -
~examine the alternattves before we
B permanently distupt thig landscape
Here: is -another example- of ‘mis: .
management Desptte nearly a dec-

4,-.crease loggmg in or. natjonal forests; .
. by 72 percent and-to construct mare .

than- 200,000;. fmiles of Tiew, logging :.
roads by the year 2030, Not. only does

. this program: needlessly violate sensi-
tive ecosystems; In most forests it
currently loses’ money :

-A General Accountmg Offtce study, :

based ‘on: Forest: Service figures, re-.*
- vealed that the Service. lost $1.2 bil-
© lion-on-its’ timber sales: program from-
'.1982 through 1986 The, plan toin-

rease harvest levels mamly in eco—
nomically {inshitable- Torests; - would .
c¢ompound these'loses: In the ‘central,

‘Rockies, where the Government losés
.75 cents on every dollar. it sperids; to*
-market timber, the Admlmstratton
‘wants, to boost the harvest level 118

: percent

The ‘most permmous example of
mlsmanagement is' the Tongass Na-
tiohal Forest in Alaska.: ‘The Eorest,

Service continues t6 spend $50°million -

yearly to subsidize. the logging of 450°

 milljon :board’ feet. while receiving
“Jess than $1 million in fees. The stated

justification of ~ this boondoggle is-
promotion of employment: in. south- .
eastern Alaska. Yet, jobs there have

“declined by’ 40 percent in the last six
"-f_years Meanwhiile, the Forest Service.
s destroymg the only largely intact
.rain forest left in the world ] temper-
o ate zones :

L uges have farett no;better. Last year

“for’

‘The outerf ontlnental shelf is-, also

.threatened by ‘shortiterm: thmkmg
-:The oil and-gas leasing program. an- |/
nouriced By :Mr. Hodel last July po: |
© poses leasing -the "Alaskatr Bristol']
Bay, the Georges Bank off-New Eng- |
"“land, areas. adjacent to the Florida-

Keys and- California’s northern coast

¢ — aréas of high. envu'onmental 1m--
- portance gndlow-oil potential.: Vs

The: Interior Departments own

'estlmates show ~that = these: ledses |

would: generate ‘a total of no more -
‘than 41 daysof 6il at current levels of

_.consumption. Moreover, Mr: Hodel's
-program . re]ected the joint ‘recom-

.mendation of the ol mdustry and con-

““gervationists to exclude 335 million -

-acres of the Berlng Sea Five coastal
‘states: have filed suit” to sat-asidethe

-program..In. his: rush. to lease. these
Jands, Mr. Hddel" apparently also’ did"
“:not question-the wisdom-of . duriping
- huge new quantttles of Federal assets |

on the marketplace durlng a time of

Qur nationadl parks and’ wrl I

‘alone, more than 284 m]lhon visitors '
surged through the national park sys-

Ctem’s (337 ‘Units, & fenfold .increase .
"/ gince 1950, Desplte this show of public*|!
_3- affection; = the = Administration.

maing obltvnous to [ the" mountlng

pee.

threats to these 1rreplaceable lands.
- It ‘has. encouraged ‘mining-at the

’ edge of Grand Canyon National Park,

~geothermal, development adj#cent to
YeélloWstone “Natiotial "Park; oil

ders ‘of ‘Olympic " Natignal Pa
Development of these areas offers]]

tle if any economic réturn'to the tax-;
payers, -and prevents futuretgenera— ]

‘tions* frorm protectmg these lands,”

‘many-of which are-wildlife habatats :

crlttcal to park écosystems;” .
:"The Admnnstratmn has- tnanaged
our assets as if it were. conductmg a;
fire sale, without' régard for prevail-
ing prices and market conditiosis, and
environmenta} . consequences.
This election year is.thie right time for:

selves andfor our chlldren RN B B

S depressed prices.' This is, no way to .
_maximjze long- -term value. : B

nd i
.gas drilling” just cutside: Glaoter Na-|:

‘tlonal Parkand logging on.the ber- |

_the public to-demand intelligent stew-.
ardship ;of - these lands.'— for -gur-.:

g



